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What’s happening now: prices up to $31.25 US (spot market) due to increased demand

· Exploration boom – Saskatchewan, Labrador, Nunavut, British Columbia

· Production expanding in Saskatchewan

· Abandoned mines clean-up

Good news of sorts:

· Uranium City clean-up funded under June 17, 2005 agreement between federal government and Province of Saskatchewan

· Deline/Port Radium (Northwest Territories) research and clean-up funded under $6.7 million/3-year agreement between federal government and Dene of Deline announced February 26, 2003

· Elliot Lake and Serpent River monitoring committees have been set up

· High grade mines means high-tech extraction

(of sorts):

· contamination widespread at Uranium City, Elliot Lake/Serpent River, Port Radium; uranium in sediments in Hidden Bay, Wollaston Lake (from Rabbit Lake mine/mill effluent)
· underground flood at McArthur River

· monitoring is inadequate and inconsistent

· communities are not able to participate fully in monitoring or decision making

· experimental high-grade tailings disposal

· environmental assessments flawed or bypassed altogether:

· McClean Lake (Jeb pit) tailings disposal approved despite changes from previously assessed plan – appealed by ICUCEC in 1999; appeal to Supreme Court denied April 2005

· breach of Wollaston Lake dyke at Collins Bay A-zone pit (part of Rabbit Lake mine) approved October 24, 2003

Underlying problems:

· Companies increasingly skilled at public relations and they learn from us – make it look like they’re meeting people’s demands without actually risking major costs or changes to their operations:

· Cameco put former chief Harry Cook on its Board of Directors

· Put money into sponsorships and scholarships, not infrastructure or royalties

· Set up joint ventures with local businesses, tribal development corporations

· Create supposedly independent monitoring agencies like Athabasca Working Group

· No true arms-length monitoring for communities

· Province – limited monitoring through environment and mines ministries; Environmental Quality Committees don’t control own agendas or budgets

· Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC) increasingly asks tough questions but won’t restrict or pull licences

· Communities feel resistance is futile – compromised and divided by benefits (jobs, contracts)

