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Corporate Research: 

Film: The Corporation, http://www.thecorporation.com/
The Campaigners Guide to Financial Markets: Effective Lobbying of Companies and Financial Institutions  http://www.thecornerhouse.org.uk/pdf/document/camguide.pdf
Follow the Mining Money: An Activist Toolkit for Direct Corporate Campaigning, Western Mining Activist Network (November 2000) (no longer in print)

The Corporate Research Project  http://www.corp-research.org/ The Corporate Research Project is a non-profit center that assists community, environmental and labor organizations in researching and analyzing companies and industries. The Project is designed to be a resource to aid activism. Consequently, their focus is on strategic research, i.e., identifying the information activists can use as leverage to get business to behave in a socially responsible manner.
Data Center, http://www.datacenter.org/   
* Developing strategy: Issue analysis, political landscape analysis, mapping power relationships, profiling decision-makers, uncovering conflicts of interest, researching corporate finances, labor and environmental track records, gathering experience from similar campaigns, discovering opportunities, finding allies.

* Democratizing research: they address the disconnect between community knowledge and "authoritative research" by helping communities learn and apply social science tools so they share "expert status" with policymakers and academic institutions.

* Supporting community-based research: Documenting community conditions and building community power by engaging members in research design, data collection, analysis and strategy.

* Transferring skills :Offer workshops (for free) to build on participants' existing knowledge and peer learning to equip them to conduct their own research and apply findings in their organizing and policy work.

Endgame,http://www.endgame.org/  Provides workshops and information on corporate power research for a fee (which may be negotiable). It is US based.

The Essential Organization.  http://www.essential.org/.

Founded in 1982 by Ralph Nader, Essential Information is a non-profit, tax-exempt organization. They are involved in a variety of projects to encourage citizens to become active and engaged in their communities. Essential Information publishes a monthly magazine, books and reports, sponsors investigative journalism conferences, provides writers with grants to pursue investigations and operate clearing houses which disseminate information to grassroots organizations in the United States and the Third World.

Corpwatch, http://www.corpwatch.org/ CorpWatch investigates and exposes corporate violations of human rights, environmental crimes, fraud and corruption around the world. They work to foster global justice, independent media activism and democratic control over corporations. There is a Corporate Research guide on their website.
Canadian filings

Definitions and information about different kinds of securities can be found on the Ontario Securities Commission website at:

http://www.osc.gov.on.ca/Investor/Resources/res_characteristics-of-securities_en.pdf
All publicly listed companies in Canada are required to report to the Securities and Exchange Database, http://www.sedar.com/. Companies and Mutual funds are listed alphabetically, and their public filings can be searched and read for free.

US SEC filings. 
There is a tutorial at http://www.sec.gov/investor/pubs/edgarguide.htm
It also provides a guide to reading financial statements. The database is at http://www.sec.gov/edgar/searchedgar/webusers.htm
Information and company reports can also be found at http://hoovers.com/free. The reports cost from $69 US and up. Most of the information in them are available for free elsewhere. The Hoovers site provides a link to the Dun and Bradstreet business reports at http://smallbusiness.dnb.com/default.asp which may help with companies that do not issue public shares.

Other information for/about Investors

Lexis-Nexis. http://www.nexis.com/. Very complete data base, but can only be accessed through a university . It costs a minimum of $250 a month. Most relevant are the “news” and “company’ databases. Nexis also provides Nelson’s Directory of Investment Research and the Bank Loan Report, which you might be able to access through a public or university library.

Bloomberg  http://www.bloomberg.com/ Bloomberg is an information-services, news and media company that provides business and financial professionals with the tools and data they need on an all-inclusive platform. The BLOOMBERG PROFESSIONAL service, the company's core product, is the fastest-growing real-time financial information network in the world. It is very expensive ($60,000 a year). If you can find an investment dealer to give you access, let us know!

The Social Investment Organization is a national membership-based organization that includes financial institutions, investment firms, financial advisors and investors.   The SIO's mandate is to promote the practice of socially responsible investment (SRI): the integration of environmental, social and governance factors in the selection and management of investments. They have a Shareholder Advocacy Handbook available at http://www.socialinvestment.ca/ . 
The Shareholder Association for Research and Education http://www.share.ca/  is a national not-for-profit organization dedicated to improving institutional investment practices that protect the long-term interests of pension plan members, beneficiaries and society in general.   SHARE was created in 2000 by the Canadian labour movement “to provide leadership around responsible investment activities at a national and international level.”  It focuses particularly on the governance and investment of workers capital, the funds set aside in pension funds for workers’ retirement. They have a policy advocacy, education, proxy voting  and shareholder engagement programme.

 

Groupe Investissement Responsable, http://www.investissementresponsable.com/ GIR aims “to contribute to the achievement of a more just and sustainable economy through the development, practice and promotion of socially responsible investment.”

World Bank and Export Credit agencies can be researched through the Bank Information Centre http://www.bicusa.org/; and the Halifax Initiative, http://www.halifaxinitiative.org/  The Harvard Business School Project finance portal http://www.hbs.edu/projfinportal. also has a number of case studies and other information. 

Canadian Business and Current Affairs – provides access to Canadian Business periodicals. Provided by most public libraries free of charge.

Canadian Newstand (online)- provides a handy-dandy index of newspaper and periodical articles going back over 15 years. Only available via university or public libraries.  

Industry sources
Some of the best information is available from sources set up to help the industry. The most useful is http://www.stockwatch.com/  which provides information on all publicly listed companies in Canada, including major investors, new releases and sedar links. It also links to http://www.targeted.com/ .  Targeted Inc. provides important institutional and other significant holdings data for securities trading in Canada. Targeted has the most current and complete holdings data on Canadian securities. The Subscription rates vary depending on the service level.

Another important source of information is Info Mine. Info Mine not only provides regular news and analysis from a company point of view, it is an important source of information on mine cost estimating, engineering design, etc. The “Infominer” on-line tutorials are relatively inexpensive. Subscription rates vary depending on the service you wish to have:  http://www.infomine.com/
http://www.minecost.com/This site is a one-stop source of mine cost spreadsheet models and operating cost information based on verifiable engineering and production data and peer review by mining industry analysts from around the world. It provides some initial analysis for free.
Advice for Investors: http://www.adviceforinvestors.com/index.phtml. they provide company reports , and have a chatline about investments which might be useful

Mergent Manuals Online,htttp://www.mergentonline.com This service provides a detailed  and comprehensive database of companies worldwide, as well as reports on companies. They provide the 25 largest institutional holders, insider trading on companies. They also provide Latin America Reports. Used to be “Moodie’s Manuals” . 

The database is expensive, but provides a one-time trial.

There are newswire services that get information to brokers and analysts. In Canada, the key service is Marketwire, http://www.marketwire.com/.  There is a fee to post press releases, and we have found that they will not publish releases when a mining company pressures them not to. The other service in Canada is Canada NewsWire or CNW Telebec. It does not have as broad a circulation as Marketwire, but is more willing to publish. http://www.cnw.ca/en/content/basic/22.cgi
Information on Company Practices:
The greatest strength mining campaigners have in influencing mining investment is through our privileged access to community stories and the on-the-ground impacts of company practices. Networks of mining campaigners have websites that are invaluable sources of information.

There are a number of web-based resources, run by mining activist organizations, that report on and archive information about mining issues and mining companies. The most significant English language ones are:

http://www.miningwatch.ca/
http://www.minesandcommunities.org/
http://www.mineralpolicy.org/
There are other sources of information on company practices: 

PollutionWatch  http://www.pollutionwatch.org/   is a Canadian source for information about pollutants that facilities release and transfer in your community, including toxic pollutants (such as benzene, lead, dioxins and furans), Criteria Air Contaminants (pollutants that cause smog and acid rain) and greenhouse gases (air pollutants that lead to global climate change). On this web site, you can: 

· Find facilities in your neighbourhood using the new PollutionWatch Mapping site 

· Search for facilities in your area using your postal code. 

· Search for facilities releasing Criteria Air Contaminants, pollutants that cause smog and acid rain. 

· Search for facilities releasing greenhouse gases , air pollutants that cause global climate change 

· Obtain information about the health effects associated with specific pollutants and groups of pollutants and find out if they are tracked by the federal government as part of the National Pollutant Release Inventory (NPRI). 

RTKNET. http://www.rtk.net/ The Right-to-Know Network (RTK NET), a U.S. service provided by OMB Watch, (a US NGO that monitors government performance) provides free access to numerous US environmental databases. With the information available on 

RTK NET, you can identify specific industrial facilities and their environmental effects, and assess the people and communities affected. It reports all the Toxics Release Inventory data annually. As does http://www.scorecard.org/ Is the key pollution information website in the United States.

Environment Canada has two inventories that track mining pollution data: the National Pollutant Release Inventory Data (NPRI) and Environmental Effects Monitoring (EEM)    

At the time of writing, mining companies and smelters are required to annually report off-site releases of Criteria Air Contaminants to the NPRI. These release can be viewed at http://www.ec.gc.ca/npri/communities. They are not required to report releases and transfers to tailings impoundments and waste rock dumps, but there is considerable pressure to change this situation.

Under the Metal Mining Effluent Regulations of the Federal Fisheries Act, companies are required to report on a number of parameters affecting water quality at the points where the mine effluent is released off site to receiving waters. Their reports can be viewed at:  http://www.ec.gc.ca/eem/english/MetalMining/default.cfm.

Some provinces have reports on violations of provincial laws and regulations on line, for example, Ontario violations can be seen at: 

http://www.ene.gov.on.ca/en/news/convictions/2007/index.php. 

Lexis-Nexis.http://www.nexis.com/ .  A very complete data base, but it can only be accessed through a university . It costs over $250 a month. Most relevant are the “news” and “company’ databases.

Lobbyist registration in Canada. Anyone can search this database to see who has registered to lobby on a federal issue. Some provinces have similar databases

https://strategis.ic.gc.ca/app/secure/ec/lrrs/displaySearchReg.do;jsessionid=0000bD0UNXNGEcVFv9QWqG-62Tp:12edujrta?lang=eng
